Up, Up & Away - Gliding, Saturday May 31 '
........................ Linda Ariss

Well | woke up in a bit of a stew............ grotty weather most of the week,
would it be good enough for the Glide trip to go ahead. So my morning
consisted of regular phone calls to the Gliding Club to check if there was too
much wind, and the state of the thermals and finally | was assured it was all
systems GO. Thank goodness otherwise that would have meant 26 phone
calls to everyone to cancel it.

Everyone found the London Gliding Club in Dunstable OK, a car load got
waylaid purchasing bits for a Childrens picnic — this was VERY much
appreciated by Sam (my forever hungry Ladbrador puppy who definitely
thought he was onto a winner ) and then we were off to the gliders.



Why had they put them in the furthermost corner of the airfield — so far away
from the bar (had our reputation preceded us?) and worse still miles away
from the ladies (gents were OK — a selection of trees to choose from !)

We were briefed and ready, one would be Gliding candidate decided when
she saw them that maybe she would change her mind as she hates heights
& couldn’t be persuaded. Parachutes were strapped on, gliders lined up
waiting for the winch lead (it was more like a catapult to me, or a reverse
bungy rope — do you get the idea?.) and an orderly queue was formed.

We were ‘pinged’ up high into the air — | think | left my stomach back on the
ground and the G force — well ! Then we had a slow glide back down, over
the posh houses, trying to catch an elusive thermal so we could stay up
there a little longer.

We all had a great experience, albeit a short one, of just how silent it was to
be up there with NO engines & some even accepted the offer of a moment
on the controls. One of us even had to go up twice because the winch lift
broke on the 1% attempt so he never went up high enough to catch a thermal
& was back down landing within minutes .



What a great night - all of this & really cheap beer in their club bar , a good
buffet, sharing of experiences, a good crowd and time to catch up with a few
people who can rarely join us on club nights.

And better still, the temporary membership covers you for 3 months
membership, so anyone can do it all again any day they choose for £10 -
maybe on a warmer summers day and stay up there for longer.



